Road Scholar Guidelines and
General Information

1. Who is the North Carolina Humanities Council?
The North Carolina Humanities Council is a statewide nonprofit and affiliate of the National Endowment
for the Humanities. The North Carolina Humanities Council is neither a state nor a federal program, but
rather a nonprofit whose mission is to serve as an advocate for lifelong learning and thoughtful dialogue
about what it means to be human and facilitate the exploration and celebration of the many voices and
stories of North Carolina’s cultures and heritage. Each year we fund programs for museums, libraries,
colleges and universities, and other educational and cultural organizations across the state that inform
and inspire engaged citizenship.

2. What are the humanities?
As the founding legislation of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) states, “Democracy
demands wisdom and vision in its citizens.” Humanities disciplines, according to the NEH, include but are
not limited “to the study and interpretation of language, both modern and classical; literature; history;
jurisprudence; philosophy; archeology; comparative religion; ethics; the history, criticism and theory of
the arts; and those aspects of the social sciences which have humanistic content and employ humanistic
methods.”
Humanities programs should encourage reflection about values and ideas through interdisciplinary
programs. All people hold beliefs and assumptions which shape the way they see the world, whether it
is a contemporary issue or an understanding of an historical event. A humanities program makes
audiences more aware of the connection between their values and the views that expressed in public
and private life and should encourages people to understand the values of others.
A good humanities program makes people think in new ways and questions our previously held
assumptions. Humanities programs should also presents the different points of view about an issue or a
topic. A humanities program moves beyond facts and information (what, where, and when) to questions
of interpretation and analysis (i.e., “What is the meaning of this story?” or “How can we learn from it?”
or “Which version of the story is convincing and why?”).
Although the particular focus of how people understand human experience may differ from disciplineto-discipline, what is consistent is the necessity of rigorous inquiry to connect meaning to audiences in
relevant ways. For further discussion and clarification of how the North Carolina Humanities Council
interprets the humanities and its application to public programs, please feel free to contact our staff.
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3. What is the Road Scholars speakers’ bureau program?
The Road Scholars program is a scholars’ bureau which provides scholarly lectures free of charge to
public audiences. The scholars who are a part of this program speak on a variety topics, all of which are
grounded in the humanities. The North Carolina Humanities Council encourages scholars to select topics
that are specific but would be accessible to diverse audiences. Creative presentations involving North
Carolina’s diverse populations, communities, and cultures are especially encouraged. A comprehensive
list of Road Scholar cohort members and their presentations and are available at
http://nchumanities.org/programs/road-scholars.

4. Who is eligible to apply for the program?
North Carolina humanities scholars who hold an advanced degree -- Masters or higher -- in one of the
humanities disciplines are welcome to apply. A wider interpretation could also include lay scholars, such
as community elders with special expertise in the lifeways, traditions, and worldviews of particular
cultures. Affiliation with a college or university is typical, but not required. Scholars may be retired or on
temporary leave from a professional position. Applicants must be genuinely interested in addressing
public audiences.

5. How do I apply to become a Road Scholar program?
A call for new applications is typically issued annually. Prospective scholars will be directed to apply by
completing the Road Scholar Application which will request information on their credentials,
background working with public audiences and their proposed presentation topics. The application form
can be found on our website at: http://nchumanities.org/content/road-scholars-forms. Please contact
our offices at 704.687.1520 with any questions.

6. The North Carolina Humanities Council cannot support presentations which advocate specific political
perspectives, social policy, or public policy stances.
Lectures may, of course, examine different political, historical, or philosophical perspectives of any given
issue, but the scholar should be an unbiased presenter and the lecture should be rooted firmly in the
humanities scholarship (not just social or public policy). All presentations should provide audiences with
a balanced consideration of the issues.
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7. What should a scholar keep in mind when preparing a program for “Road Scholars”?
Programs should assume little, if any, prior knowledge of the subject on the part of the audience.
Regardless of the category, scholars will be talking to a general audiences of diverse educational and
social backgrounds. Programs should be 45 minutes to an hour in length with about 15 minutes for
general discussion. Question and answer sessions are encouraged as they allow for direct engagement
between audiences and the scholar. Road Scholar presentations typically occur in libraries, museums,
small auditoriums, and similar community spaces. The North Carolina Humanities Council requires that
all sponsoring organizations publicize the event 6 weeks prior to the date in order to draw and audience
of least 25 persons.

8. Does a scholar have to present to every group that requests a presentation?
No. The requesting organization will contact a scholar to schedule a date that fits both the scholar and
the organization’s schedule. Scholars are not under an obligation to accept all requests from
organizations as the North Carolina Humanities Council understands that scholars’ schedules and the
distances to some requested events will sometimes limit participation. In addition, scholars may specify
the regions they are willing to travel to within the state (see the map
http://nchumanities.org/content/road-scholar-travel-regions). These travel region preferences are listed
with the scholar’s biography in our web catalog so that community groups have this information
available when planning their event.
Scholars generally average three events per year, although some may well speak many more times than
that. There is a limit of 10 programs per year1 per scholar.

9. How do organizations find out about presentations?
All programs are catalogued with descriptions on the North Carolina Humanities Council’s website.
Scholars are welcome to notify groups about their presentations as well. Please note that groups
interested in applying for funding through the Road Scholars program must still complete and submit an
application to the North Carolina Humanities Council at least 60 days in advance of the desired program
date. Detailed application instructions are available on our website at
http://www.nchumanities.org/programs/road-scholars

1

The North Carolina Humanities Council operates on a November 1st to October 31st fiscal year.
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10. How is the program administered?
General guidelines and requirements for organizations interested in applying for funding host a Road
Scholars event are listed here: http://www.nchumanities.org/content/road-scholars-program-

faqs. Groups interested in requesting funding from the Council should review this page to verify their
eligibility. Below are the instructions provided to organization interested in applying for funding through
the Road Scholars program.
How to Apply for Funding to Host a Road Scholars Event:
 STEP 1: Review the Road Scholars program guidelines under “Road Scholars Program Eligibility and
FAQs” on this website or download them here.
 STEP 2: Review the Road Scholars Speakers Web-Catalog to select a topic and speaker for your
organization.
 STEP 3: Contact your selected scholar to choose a date and time for the event.
 STEP 4: Watch this video Tutorial on how to apply using our online application system or download
these instructions
 STEP 5: Complete and submit the online application at least 60 days prior to your intended event
date. Note: We recommend that you bookmark the login page for easy access to your application
and materials. Note: We are currently accepting funding applications for our 2018 fiscal year (for
events between Nov. 1 2017 - Oct. 31, 2018).
After North Carolina Humanities Council receives and reviews an application from an eligible
organization our staff send a confirmation email to the scholar. Once the local project director from
sponsoring organization is notified of approval they will contact the scholar within one week and send
them the Scholar Confirmation form which included logistical and group specific information. Please
note: It is the responsibility of the scholar and local project director to maintain communication and
confirm details prior to the event date. If there are any issues or questions that arise, please do not
hesitate to contact the Program Coordinator at the North Carolina Humanities Council who will be able
to provide support.

11. What is the compensation for scholars?
Scholars receive an honorarium of $350.00 directly from the North Carolina Humanities Council.
Payment is made after each event once our offices receive the scholar’s completed and signed Invoice
and online evaluation form (these items should be submitted within one week of the event).
Compensation for a scholar’s travel up to 175 miles is included in a flat rate honorarium of $350.00.
Additional travel and lodging costs would be the responsibility of the hosting organization and the
scholar should discuss compensation for travel over 175 miles directly with that organization prior to
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agreeing to a date. As some underserved areas in North Carolina are not as readily accessible as others,
if there are special circumstances the North Carolina Humanities Council’s Executive Director may
authorize a supplemental travel expense payment.

12. How are scholars chosen?
The North Carolina Humanities Council receives many more scholar applications than can be
accommodated. Elements of an application taken into consideration in selecting new scholars can
include, but is not limited to, are the applicant’s academic background and expertise and the diversity
they would bring to our scholar catalogue.

